
Internet Access to Research Results—A Challenge

Professor Muawia Barazangi 
wished to make the decades of 
research results of his research 
group widely available via the 
internet, but confronted a daunting 
problem of learning the copyright 
policies of all the agencies and 
commercial fi rms who have 
published their papers. 

With the help of former 
graduate students Melissa 
Stephenson and Carrie Brindisi, 
technical advice from Steve Gallow, 
and advice on copyright laws 
from Cornell’s Acting Associate 
Librarian John Saylor, Barazangi 
undertook a major eff ort to make 
the Institute for the Study of the 
Continents (INSTOC) website on 
the Middle East and North Africa 
complete and  in compliance with 

copyright laws. This endeavor 
required extensive research to 
bett er understand what materials 
can be posted on an academic 
website.

Barazangi is pleased to 
report that the mission has been 
accomplished, and more than 70 
publications in leading scientifi c 
journals are now available on 
INSTOC’s website (htt p://atlas.geo.
cornell.edu/). John Saylor views 
this accomplishment as a “shining 
example of how things should be 
done.”  In addition, all of INSTOC’s 
electronic information has been 
included on DSpace, Cornell’s 
digital repository, the most 
permanent and comprehensive 
system for digital archiving. 

EAS researchers want 
to make the results of their 
investigations available for use by 
stakeholders—their scientifi c peers, 
policy makers, K-12 teachers, 
private industry, or other groups. 
Increasingly we all seek access 
to information on the internet. 
Whereas publication of scholarly 
papers in research journals 
remains a major means of making 
results available, much of the 
published literature is available 
only to those with access to a well 
stocked research library. While 
copyright laws protect the fi nancial 
investments of publishers, those 
laws make it diffi  cult, and in some 
cases impossible, for researchers 
to provide internet access to their 
published results.
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Dr. Kenji Mibe of the 
Earthquake Institute of the 
University of Tokyo has returned 
home aft er a two-year visit to the 
Mineral Physics Laboratory on the 
fourth fl oor of Snee Hall, where 
he conducted experiments with 
Emeritus Professor William A. 
Bassett . He was supported by the 
Japan Society for the Promotion 
of Science (JSPS). Hydrothermal 
Diamond Anvil Cells (HDAC) were 

used to determine compositions, 
structures, and properties of 
phases in hydrothermal solutions 
and hydrous silicate melts using 
visual observation, Raman 
spectroscopy, electron microprobe 
analyses, and X-ray absorption 
spectroscopy (XAS). The principal 
objective was to provide a bett er 
understanding of igneous and 
hydrothermal processes that take 
place in the earth’s lithosphere, 

especially volcanism resulting 
from the release of fl uids during 
subduction. Part of Mibe’s research 
was conducted in collaboration 
with scientists at the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Reston, 
VA and at Argonne National 
Laboratory in Argonne, IL. Results 
from this research will be the basis 
for several papers, the fi rst of 
which has already been submitt ed 
to the journal Science.

Kenji Mibe, Visiting Scientist in Mineral Physics

    Michelle Goman spent the 2005-2006 academic 
year at University of California Berkeley 
collaborating with Lynn Ingram on developing 
an annual and seasonal sea surface temperature 
record for the past hundred years for the Juan 
de Fuca Strait. They examined the oxygen 
isotopic signal contained in the annual growth 
increments of Panopea abrupts (Geoducks). In 
June, Goman joined a group from Stanford at 
Celestun Lagoon, Yucatan Peninsula to collect 
sediment cores. The goal of the project was to 
reconstruct mid-late Holocene salinity within 
the lagoon and establish associated vegetation 
changes.

Much of Michelle Goman’s time collecting sediment cores while in Mexico 
was spent in mangrove swamps swatting mosquitoes, but the spectacular 
fl ocks of fl amingos were an added bonus.
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